
The Bar Council Environment and Climate Change Committee (“ECCC”) is organising a 
five-part series of webinar for members of the public.  

The aim of the BarChats: EnviroRights series is to:

 develop an understanding of the law as a tool for upholding environmental justice;
 empower the public to participate through knowledge sharing and healthy discussions; 

and
 enable participative action towards achieving positive systemic change.

The series will involve discussions with a wide range of Malaysians.  They include ordinary 
citizens who have turned into leaders of environmental movements, journalists, senior civil 
servants, former judges, environmental lawyers and scientists.

The series will begin with Episode 0 where we will start with the ordinary person’s 
frustration, cynicism and sense of helplessness about the endless cases of environmental 
harm.  We will explore how one can ask better questions, and by framing the problems better, 
find more useful solutions.

Should you have any enquiries, please contact: 
Florence Laway  
(florence@malaysianbar.org.my)
G Shagela Nair 
(shegi@malaysianbar.org.my)

Register online here

CPD Code: T3/15102020/BC/BC201194/1

Issued by: Roger Chan Weng Keng, Chairperson, Bar Council Environment and Climate Change Committee

Speakers

Wong Siew Lyn has been a professional content producer for almost 30 years in the print, 
broadcast and online media.  She is the co-founder and editor of the environmental journalism 
portal Macaranga (www.macaranga.org).  The portal covers environmental and sustainability 
issues in Malaysia and aims to fill a gap in research-based and analytical long-form journalism in 
these areas.

Siew Lyn has a degree in English and Economics from the Australian National University, and 
background in trade and newspaper journalism.  She has worked for clients in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and the UK, thriving on the challenge and diversity of communication styles, media, and work 
environments. 

Writing as SL Wong, she has been covering environmental issues and topics since 1992.  She was the main 
environmental features writer for The Star newspaper, and after 1995, has produced books, reports, articles, videos 
and other communications materials for newspapers, government agencies, corporations, publishers, 
non-governmental organisations (“NGOs”) and aid agencies.
Siew Lyn’s passion is conservation, with an interest in awareness-raising, grassroots support and documentation.  
But she has returned to journalism in view of the broad swathe of urgent environmental and sustainability issues 
Malaysia is facing.

Macaranga has been awarded several journalism grants and is also in partnership for content distribution with 
various media locally and regionally.  She and her partner appear regularly on BFM radio, on which they do a 
monthly environmental wrap-up.

Jessica Ram Binwani graduated with a Second Class (Upper) Honours degree from the 
University of Malaya in 1995 and began her career in public interest litigation at the firm of 
Meena Raman & Partners in Penang, and as the legal adviser for the Consumers Association of 
Penang (“CAP”) and Sahabat Alam Malaysia (“SAM”).
 
In 2008, she set up her own practice, and is currently the legal consultant to CAP and SAM, as well 
as the legal adviser to the Malaysian Medical Council of the Ministry of Health.  She is also a 
member of the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (“ELAW”), a global alliance of lawyers, 
scientists and other advocates collaborating across borders on environmental issues. 

In the course of her practice, she has been involved in several environment- and native land-related cases, including 
the actions to challenge the environment impact assessment (“EIA”) for Bakun Dam, the extinguishment of native 
customary rights as regards the Bakun Dam area, the EIA for the gold processing facility in Bukit Koman, and the 
subsequent defamation suits against Bukit Koman villagers.

Jessica’s practice is a mix of public interest litigation in relation to environmental and human rights issues, as well as 
general litigation and governmental advisory work. 
 

Tan Sri Dr Salleh Mohd Noor has spent most of his professional life in advocating and protecting 
nature and natural resources in Malaysia — both in his previous public role as the first 
Director-General of the Forest Research Institute Malaysia (“FRIM”), as well as in his personal 
capacity as the President of the Malaysian Nature Society (“MNS”) of which he was President for 
30 years.  

He was elected to be President of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations 
(“IUFRO”), the first person from outside Europe and America to be elected as President, in its 
100-year history.  He was a member of the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (“SUHAKAM”), former Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of Kolej Universiti Terengganu, now known as Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (“UMT”), 
inaugural Chairman of the Malaysian Bio-Industry Organization (“MBIO”), and inaugural Fellow, past Vice 
President, former Secretary-General and Council member of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia (“ASM”).  He is now 
a Senior Fellow of ASM and manages both a research and development company on plant biotechnology, and a 
forestry consultancy business.

Moderator

Norman Goh is a journalist and producer of “Bicara Minggu Ini”, a weekly podcast covering 
current affairs and politics in Malaysia.  He is now the Head of Social Media at The Vibes.  Norman 
was the social media editor of Malaysiakini prior to joining the Government as the Special 
Functions Officer to the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Media and Strategic Communications).  He 
was a former board member of the Institute of Journalists Malaysia (“IOJM”).  Born and raised in 
Kuching, Sarawak, he is also a trained registered nurse in Malaysia and Singapore.
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BarChats: EnviroRights
Episode 0: 
Sg Kim Kim and Then Sg Gong — 
Do We Have the Right to be Angry?
15 Oct 2020 (Thursday) | 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm
This webinar carries 1 CPD point.

Bar Council Environment and Climate Change Committee Webinar Series

Episode 0 carries 1 CPD point.  It is free of charge, but advance registration is required.

Upon successful registration, a link to the webinar will be emailed to registered 
participants only. Registration will close on 14 Oct 2020 (Wednesday).

No additional registration will be accepted once the closing date has passed, or if the 
webinar is full.  However, you can also watch the live stream of the webinar from ECCC’s 
Facebook page.

ttps://forms.gle/DsoixYfsVPSwsSY27

